Receipt of this book for review prompted me to take down my copy of the first edition. Clearly, there have been major changes and advances, since the first edition was written in 1995. The original 373 pages have now become nearly 600, but it retains appendices containing information such as the Periodic Table that seem somewhat superfluous. The authors/publisher has not seen fit to include colour illustrations which would have been appropriate and useful in places, but I was pleased to find that they have retained the well-established method of numbering references instead of the more modern clumsy system of inserting names and dates in the body of the text.
After an interesting introduction to the development of the use of chemistry in archaeology, the next chapter describes the analytical techniques used. This is 75 pages long; some of the information is rather antiquated and does not mention newer developments such as (for example) 2D comprehensive GC or newer designs of mass analysers. It might have been better to outline what sort of information which the various
